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P.O. Box 1112
Richmond, CA 94802-0112

A Personal Word 
from John
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Donate online at www.BayAreaRescue.org.

YES, John, you can count on me to 
provide meals and care for hungry, 
homeless people this summer.

m  Check enclosed      m  Bill my credit card

         m            m            m            m   

Before drugs and alcohol ruined his 
life, Jake was a loving husband, the father 
of a son and daughter, a homeowner and a 
successful businessman – running not one, 
but two companies. 

But when Jake lost his daughter at 
22, and then his wife two years later, 
both to cancer, the pain was more than 
he could bear. “I started doing everything 
possible to hide the pain – that’s what 
started my drinking and drug use.” 

As his addiction grew, Jake moved to 
the Bay Area. “I thought maybe I could 
start my life over again.” 

But Jake couldn’t escape the heavy 
grief in his heart – or the drinking and 
drugs he used to numb it.

“I never blamed God,” he says. “But 
I just couldn’t understand why I’d lost so 
much. Obviously, God had a reason.” 

On the streets of Richmond, alone and 
hurting, someone told Jake about the Rescue 
Mission. “It was life-saving,” he says.  

Jake came here and joined our Men’s  

 
 
Recovery Program. “It was hard…I’d 
always been successful. But I believe God 
brought me here.”  

Then, just as life was getting good 
again, Jake lost his son to a drug overdose. 

“I really appreciated the Rescue 
Mission,” he remembers. “The chaplains 
were there for me – without them, I 
don’t think I would’ve made it.” 

When Jake graduated from the 
program in January, “it was a feeling of 
accomplishment.” 

Today, he’s still here, serving as the 
Senior PLC, or Phase Leader Coordinator, 
taking care of the men currently in our 
recovery program. 

“I see what the Rescue Mission is all 
about – helping people get back on their 
feet,” Jake says. “I hope to do that. Help 
somebody. I hope by hearing my story, 
people will take it to heart – that you can 
overcome anything.” 

“God had a 
reason for 
bringing me 
here.”
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Sample A. Sample
1234 Main Street
P.O. Box12345
Anytown, ST 12345

XXXXXXXX(Scan line)XXXXXXXX

m  $AA.AA to feed and care for AA people 
m  $BB.BB to feed and care for BB people 
m  $CC.CC to feed and care for CC people 
m  $________ to feed and care for as many as possible 
m  Please send me information on the Rescue Mission’s
       Bridge of Hope campaign. 

You don’t have to look 
too far to find people who 
are carrying heavy burdens. 
They’re our neighbors – yours 
and mine. And often, the Bay 
Area Rescue Mission is their 
last hope.  

Jake, who’s featured in this 
newsletter, was referred here 
for a meal…and ended up 
joining our Men’s Recovery 
Program. Just a few hours can 
truly be the first step toward 
a new life! 

You may not realize it, 
but summer is a very busy 
time at the Rescue Mission. 
Our Center for Women & 
Children shelter is at capacity 
every night, and our men’s 
shelter is full too. 

Your continued support 
is the key that can open 
the door to people in our 
community who need a safe 
place to finally lay down 
their burdens. As Jesus says, 
“Come to Me…and I will 
give you rest.” (Matthew 
11:28) 

Thank you for helping to 
provide a refuge where men, 
women and children find 
peace for their souls – and 
new hope for the future.

Rev. John M. Anderson 
Executive Director



Join us

www.facebook.com/bayarearescue

www.twitter.com/bayarearescue

www.youtube.com/bayarearescue

Hungry, homeless men, women and 
children need your help and support this 
summer.

In just 90 days, the Bay Area Rescue 
Mission will provide more than 351,370 
meals – and the shelter, care and spiritual 
healing that will change the lives of those 
in the Bay Area who come to us for help.

Your support is vital if we are to meet 
this challenge. Please send a gift today 
in the enclosed envelope. Or provide 
immediate help by making your gift 
online at BayAreaRescue.org. Thank you!

Building our
Our Banquet 
to say

We’re truly blessed by the response 
so far to our Bridge of Hope project! 

Our dream of building a new 
Center that adds 150 new beds for 
women and children is closer to 
becoming a reality.

The number of women and children 
who lack shelter each night is rapidly 
increasing – last year, the Rescue 
Mission was forced to turn away 3,520  
 
 

women and children seeking 
shelter because we were at 
capacity nearly every night of 
the year. 

You can help us move 
the thermometer toward our 
goal! 

We encourage you to find 
out more about the Bridge 
of Hope project – including 
how you can join in! – at 
our Bridge of Hope website, 
BridgeofHopeBARM.org.  

Our work at the Bay 
Area Rescue Mission 

would never be possible 
without your time, your 
talents and your generosity. 

So we’d like to say a 
special THANK YOU at 
our 49th annual Banquet.

Save this date! On Friday, 
September 26, we’ll gather 
at the Hilton Concord, 
1970 Diamond Boulevard.  

In addition to a delicious 
meal and the chance to 
participate in our silent 
and live auctions, you’ll 
also be inspired by stories 
of lives you’ve helped touch 
and change this last year by 
your support of the Rescue 
Mission.   

Look for your invitation in 
the mail during August, or 
for more information, please 
contact Mimi at (510) 215-
4869 or visit our website, 
BayAreaRescue.org.

Help serve 351,370 meals in 90 days

In the last 12 years, we’ve rescued more than 2,000 women 
& children from poverty, domestic violence and addiction. 
Our programs have maintained an 81% success rate! 

351,370

234,250

117,210

30 days        60 days        90 days

Back to School Block Party! 

We expect to distribute more than 
1,250 backpacks filled with school 
supplies to local children. 

You can help fill a backpack! Visit 
BayAreaRescue.org and click on “Stay 
Informed” for a list of our most needed 
supplies. 

Thank You


